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The unique manuscript of Slrat-i-Firuz Shdln in Persian 
preserved in the Bankiporc Library, constitutes a source of first- 
rate importance for the history of the reign of vSultan Firuz Siulli 
of Tugliluq dynasty. It was composed by an anonymous author 
at the dictates of Sultan Firuz Shah ", as is clear from the 
followng verse; — 

It is a compendium of the various activities of Sultan 
Firuz’s reign, e.g. his campaigns, works of pu1)lic utility, canals, 
hospices, hospitals, buildings and monuments. It is ^v^itten 
in an elegant and ornamental stylo. The sentences arc short, 
but often abstruse, and full of metaphors, similics and high- 
sounding expressions usually characteristic of Persian vriters. 
A singular featvu'e of the work, which gives it a distinctive place 
in Persian literature, is that though it is written in prose, in places 
it reads like verse. In addition to the musical smng and jingle 
of rhythm, characteristic of Persian verse, the author invariablj' 
complicates the sense by using almost similar words varying 
in the number of diacritical marks, and thus renders it difiicult 
to understand even a simple narrative. 

The history of Orissa from the earliest tunes dovTi to tlie 
16th century is wiupped in obscurity. Except for a few inscrip- 
tions, there is hardly any liistorical account which lifts the veil 
of mist that shrouds the history of this land. Tlie extract 
from Sirat-i -Firuz Shdhl published in the following pages helps 
materiallj' in clearing up this mist. It supplies us not only ■with 

1 No. 547, vol. Vn, of the Bankiporc Catalogue. 

" According to Shams-ul-Ulema Hidayet Hos-sain tho work was 
dictated by Sultan Firuz. Ho based his opinion on tho word Ihild which 
means dictation (J.R.A.S.B., July 1914, XC\HII). Tlie present work, 
however, deals with such varied and technical topics, e.g. astronomy, 
pharmacopoeia and its stylistic peculiarities vary so widely from those of 
Futuhdt-i-Flruz Shdhl, which was composed by Sultan Fiiiiz (vide 
J.R.A.S.B., Aug. 1941) that we have hardly any doubt that tho work was 
written at the dictates but not to the dictation of Sultan Firuz. 

Sirat-i-Flruz (Sir Jadunath Sarkar’s copy of Bankipore MS, p. 1). 
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iilinul !{(•' iniwlf Ity Sultrin Firfiz into this 

ronjitrv hut tiirouji liuht upon tlu' u'caitli aiui jiro.sperity 
of tl)i‘. hiiu.'dnju. flif <.|)|i-uriour of llu* (oniplo of Ja/^annath at 
1‘iiii nixl thi' j)!-('i)liar of worship timl %vcro jircva lent there 
iti till’ Mtli i i-utnrv A. I). Of jiarticular int<*rfat in this extract 
i‘( till' ai'riiiiiit of til!’ ahori'rini’a »»f south Uiliar and some of the 
('Imrai'ti’ii'^tiiH of tlii’si« intfn'stin|i pcojilc who have survived 
in nlnio’.t inn(Ti”,Mihli' ri’;'i**iis from the dawn of history down 
t<i till’ pn-si'iil day. 

I hi’ (!i’'-(’riplion (d tlw’ dnjnat'ar expedition driven in this 
extrai't is, h«»«ever, <d sjieeial interest and importance. In 
Tunkh.i-l'lrtlz Shil/ii hy Sham.s-i-Siraj-i-‘ Afif, it is merely 
statefi that Sidtan Fin'r/, rnata-hed from Hihar to C'uttnck-Banarasi. 
file ai'connt in M ttnshnl.i.Mdfirri is more detailed, but it does 
Jieither fleserihe the route of ,Sul(an Flruz’.s march to Cuttack 
nor his widi-sjm'nd ratiginj,' across the country. The present 
extract surpas^fs iu (h'tail not onlv all other contemporarv and 
lat!’r ae(‘Ounts of the .Muslim ohronicler.s lint gives an account 
of various stages of the 8tdf fin’s march to Cuttack. 

Sultan Fin'r/. set out on this expedition from Jaunpur 
towards the middle of October, I.'IGO A.D.^ Ascending the 
throne of Delhi at a rliflicult time in 1351 A.D., he had restored 
order and security in the kingdom and recovered the imperial 
territories from Ondh to tlio Kusi by defeating Sultan Shams- 
uddin Ilyas Shfih of Lakbnnuti in 1352-1353 A.I). During 
1353-58 lie recuperated tlic prosperity of the empire by his 
heneficent legislation and irrigation activities but the inde- 
pendence of the two eastern Jdngdoms, Bengal and Orissa, 
galled his pride. Accordingly he led a second expedition into 
Bengal in 135S-9 A.D. During Jiis halt at Jaunpur, (July- 
Sopt., 13G0), on his return journey^ to Delhi he conceived the 
idea of making a liglitning raid into Jajnagar from the north. 
Ho started from Jaunpur with a light cavalry and reached 
Bihar about December, 1360. From this place he marched 
towards modern Pacliot through the undulating plateaus of 
southern Bihar. The area constituted a beautiful landscape of 
south Bihar with low lulls and dales, dotted vdth orchards 
nt,o.m(Iing in vniious kinds of freite Gome was pMM m 
lliis roRion, and the Sultan indulged his love of chase by shooting 
hinds of dccr and numbers of strange ammals. Aitf 
a dolightfii? spell of hunting, the Sultffli burst upon Sikhar -n 
Uie mLiIiiiiii district. . The Raja “f «“^yl“XTheS « 


1 r<irildi-i-3IitMrak S/iaJw, B. I. Series, y 
B. 1. Series, p. 232, gives this date. 


. 129; Tabagat-i-AfcbarX, 
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dofiU’s of Miinhluim at\(l Sio^hhlunn, tlu* trnoU lay tlinnmh 
Ktoop plateaus and thick forests skirted hy cliaitis of low hills. 
The Sultan had planned hehuadiand the various staues of journey, 
but. he could not march more than twetdy miles a day. The 
first town of the kingdom of .lajiuntar ujion which the imperial 
army broke was 'rin.anapir. This )da<-e had so far be(‘n imimnu' 
from Mtjslim invasions, but the inhabitants did md submit 
without a stnmiile. Aftt'r the reduction of the town, the imperial 
army hewed its way to Kinianayar (Khiehin^anagar) which 
was a prosperous town mainly inhabited by Hrahmins. .After a 
short refreshiu!' halt at this plae(«, Sultan I'in'e/. nuuh* a turninir 
movetnent southward and sweepinu throuirh Keoujhar reached 
the frontier of the (hittnek district. This movcmi'ut was .,n 
swift as to outstriji the news of the advance of the Muslim 
army, which had arrived at Saran^har. five miles southwest of 
Cuttack. The kinir Tlhanudeva III lied from the fortress of 
Saranjihar. loavinp the task of defence to the pairi-on who oflenal 
a brave fight but was deflated. .As a result f>f the lliuht of 
Bhanudeva the whole eoimtry lay at the mercy of Sultan Flru?,. 
First of all he marched to tlu* royal ea])ital t'uttaek atid after 
the ocetijiation of this jilace .sallied forth to l*uri. 

Here stood the famous tcmjde of .lagannath which has been 
a l)allowed spot of the Hindus for ai:es. The eternal d(‘ep rolled 
by it; artisans had lavished all their .skill it\ the construction 
and decoration of this tiunjde. For the celebration of the worship 
of Jagannath, situated in this exquisite spot on tin* st-a.shore, 
the Gnnga kings of Orissa had made nuignificent endowments; 
thirty thon.sand dinars were expended annually on the food 
dedicated to the deity at the time of worshiji; dauuht<-rs of the 
nobility devoted themselves to menial work in the ti'inph* and 
won favour in God’s eyes. Ascetics who had earned s))iritual 
grace by mortifying their ile.sh, squatted in front of tin* temjile; 
their matted hair, emaciated body, sallow countenance, and 
sunken eye.s bespoke litter contempt of the world and its vanity. 
For paj'ing homage to these lioly persons, people Hocked from 
far-olT places. Here thronged people who sought relief from 
the suiTerings of the earthly tiibernaele by most ghastly and 
revolting orgies. Some earned eternal beatitude by consuming 
themselve.s in the flame.s of fire, others by leaping into the deeji 
sea, others again immolated thcm.selves bv slicing off their 
limbs. 

Sultan Firuz de.stroyed the shrine, defaced the deity, and 
obliterated all vestiges of this temple by throwing the debris 
into the waters of the sea. The region round Puri was studded 
■with manj' magnificent shrines; there was the temple of MegheS- 
vara (Vi^nu) at BhubaneSvara, built by Svapnesvaradeva during 
the reign of Anangabhima lit. it had a beautiful garden and a 


I Epigraphia Indica, vol. VI, pp. 198-203. 
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tank vntliin its precints and maintained a seminary for the study 
of the Vedas. There were other temples, e.g. the famous 
temple of the Sun-God at Konarak in the district of Puri, erected 
Narasingh 1 1, (1238-1264 A.D,), the temple of Visnu at 
Ekamra (Bhubane^vara) consecrated to the triple deities of 
Balaram, Elr^na and Subhadra, built during the reigns of 
Bhanudeva I 2 , and the temple of Cate^vara (^iva) in the Padam- 
pur pargana of the Cuttack district.^ It is not stated whether 
these temples also were destroyed but that some of the images 
of the temples in the neighbourhood of Puri were removed and 
carried to Delhi is explicitly stated. 

Scores of thousands of people of Orissa had taken refuge 
inside the Chilka Lake to escape from the fury of the imperial 
army. They were attacked in turn and a large number of them 
were put to the sword, while the rest offered submission. The 
victorious campaign was concluded by an elephant hunt m 
Padamtala in the Baramba State of Orissa, and the Sultan 
returned to Kara via Sambalpur ^ with immense spoils and a 


long train of captives. , 

It was an audacious campaign, brilliantly conceived and 
mightily executed. No other Muslim Sultan had accomphs e 
such a task. The invading hosts had hitherto attacked Orissa, 
along the sea-coast either from the north-east or 
west. No other general ever dared to force his imnpne. 

from the north through the aboriginal tracts and ^ ^.rppnfinn 
trable defiles and the dense forests. The success u • „! 

of this campaign testifies to Firuz’s undoubted skul a f.i pu 
This master-stfoke, coupled with the equally f 
hard-won exploit in Stad and in Nagartot), *''f ““S 

of military incompetence that has been lere e o 
Sultan by Haig, Lanepoole and Smith. rp- 

The account sketched above also removes all do^ts re 

warding the location of the kingdom of Jajnagai an ^ 

Aim Firut’s march to OutLk. From ““lYatoXa 

of .Aflf, and the names of a few places, e.g Gadha^Sata^^^^ 
Ratanpur, and Saranghar, mentioned the 

ShdU and Tabaqat-%-Akbar% Ravertj^^P 

incorrect hypothesis that Stdtan Piri ^ Provinces of the 
to Ratanpur in Bilaspur district of th ^ 

presentday andthen^eft^ugh W 

supported by R. D. Banerji, 1 The detailed dcs- 


1 Antiquities of Orissa, ^ vu 

: Bengal, Old Series, vol. LXMI. 


p. 104). 
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abundantly clear that Raverty not only confused the route of 
inarch but made the confusion worse confounded by regarding 
Jajnagar and Orissa as two separate kmgdoms. 

In the preparation of this paper, I have received invaluable 
help from Prof. Mahfuz-ul Haq. Dr. Baini Prashad, the trans- 
lator of Qanun-i-Humayuni, an erudite scholar in Persian, but 
widely known for Ins researches in Zoology, had thoroughly 
revised the English translation for me at an enormous expense 
of his time. P. Acharyee, Archaeological Officer, Ma 3 nirbhanj 
State, helped me materially in identifying the places mentioned 
in the text. Sir Jadunath Sarkar, wdio initiated me into the 
study of Persian, offered me the use of his MS. of 8%rat-i-F%ruz 
ShdM. Dr. Raghubir Sinh, Heir-apparent, Sitamau State, 
lent me his copy of the MS. of Mtinshdi-i-Mdliru, My grateful 
thanks are due to all of them. 

English Translation. 

In 762 A.H. ^ news was brought by travellers of the occur- 
rence of wild elephants — whose form cannot be pictured by 
imagination — , in the kingdom of Jajnagar 2 , which was situated 


^ According to Taribh-i-Mubdrak ShdM (B. I. Series, p. 129) Sultan 
Firuz spent the rains at Jaunpur and started from this place in Dhihijjah 
761 A.H. which would correspond roughly to October, 1360 A.D.,jrabaqdt- 
•i-Akbarl also supports it {T.A., B. I. Series, p. 232). It m^ears that 
Sultan Firuz started from Bihar in Muharram, 762 A.Hr (December 
1360). 

2 The description contained in S%rat-i-Flruz ShdM and in Munshdt-i- 
-Mdhru and the reference in Mabbzan-i-Afghandh, to this kingdom of 
Jajnagar, refute Raverty’s view, that Jajnagar and Orissa were two 
difierent kingdoms. In the Eng. trans. of Tabaqdt-i-Ndsin (B. I. Series, 
p. 588) Raverty wrote, ‘Jajnagar appears to have been botmded on the 
east by the range of hills forming the present west boundary of Udisah- 
Jag-nathh, Katasin, on the Maha-nadi, being the nearest frontier town 
towards the Lakhanawati territory. Farther N. it was bounded towards 
the E. by the river called Braminy by some English writers — . On the 
W. it does not seem to have extended beyond the Wana-Ganga, and its 
feeder the Kahan ; but its southern boundary was the Gudawuri, and S.W. 
lay Tahnganah’. R. D. Banerji supported Raverty’s view. According to 
him ‘Firuz Tugbluq advanced from Bihar towards Gadhakatanka. Jaj- 
nagar lay at the extremity of this province which is the same as the 
British district of Jubbulpur. . . .’. After passing through Jajnagar terri- 
tories Firuz Tughluq entered the kindgom of Bhanudeva III (i.e. Orissa) 
[History of Orissa, vol. I, p. 282). This MS., however, says that Firuz 
marched from Bihar to Sikhar (Sikharbhumi) which is in modem Manbhum 
district of the province of Bihar. From Sikhar Firuz strode forward to 
the town of 'linanagar, thence to Kinianagar which appears to be an 
abbreviation of Khichinganagar, the ancient capital of Mayurbhanj. 
According to the present MS. Tinanagar and Kinianagar were included 
within the kingdom of Jajnagar. Thus if R. D. Banerji’s opinion is 
accepted, the kingdom of Jajnagar extended from the eastern boundaries 
of modem Central provinces right up to the limits of Bengal. Cuttack. 
Puri, Lake Chilka were also parts of Jajnagar. Whore then did the 
kingdom of Orissa lie ? In Munshdt-i-Mdhru (Dr. Raghubir Sink’s copy 
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along the eastern sea-coast on the extreme border of Hindustan; 
(they stated that) there were thousands upon thousands of these 
clever and mighty (animals). In this Awlderness are found 
savages who have never set their eyes on civilized men. They 
cannot understand the language of the civilized people, nor can 
the latter comprehend their speech (of the savages). Their 
dress consists of peacock -feathers, and their food the flesh, of 
buffaloes; the trees are their dwelhngs, and leaves and 3.owers 
their beds i ; their drinking bowls are the pahns of them 
with which they sip water from streams by day and nig . 
They are nude, bare-footed men, devoid of all humane ^ 
ments; they shun the haunts of men. They employ ® 
signal when they want succour from their j 

time of concentration of troops. (When) bodies oarlnBp 

men advance to attack them, one of them lops o Wnnrl 

with a sharp instrument, and shorn! the 
on his person. In a short while, hundreds of men ga c 

for their help and succour. Like wild elephants, lej , ... 
shouts, cries and calls, hurl back the attacks of uno P, ‘ 
in such contests, but when they notice the dus rais p 
(attacking) cavalry, and are unable to come up 
break up their formations ® the susan 

dowe^^ t a1h^-“ ^ 

possible to describe an infimtesimal part of i their 

the people of this country are as black as 
dweUings are always located in orchards v ler warriors 

crows in their rookeries. All people of this - trqrden walls 

and independent but aff„d 

Ztrfte°Sante1.^"^Tat li ue^^^ ‘in their darknest 

of R A S B MS., p. 90) it is definitely stated that both Jajnagar and 
Oriss'a were identical. Munshat-i-M5hru says 

uCU j' ^ ^ 

O J’jl J 

The account of Mabhzan-i-Afghanah (Sir Jadunath Sarkar’s copy) also 
oorrobomtes o^ view.of ^ ^ 5 ,, to^,,ttled 

Sr.'Tr. to “emaTte of them, that their cost of eounten.neo almo,t 
approaches the Negro tj^pe. 
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having an affinity with that of the Sudanese; the seed of darkness 
pervades their minds, and their temperament is so malevolent 
that it would not wear off even by constant association with 
Christ, the son of i\Iary; all that is called black (Sawda) is liold 
dear by tlieiu. Their palms dyed with myrtle appear as if they 
have been stained with the blood of the lover and that of the 
heart of the beloved. 

Verses . — 

They have tinged their hands with the blood of their dear 
ones. 

Their finger-tips they have staiTied with the colour of the 
red-berry; 

Their faces beam with joy; smile and laughter are patent 
on their lips ; 

, Their minds overflow nitli love; their heads are full of 
youthful intoxication. 

How (beautiful) are the faces, how (lovely) the locks of their 
hair; 

The former (faces) are the harbingcr.s of a happy life, the 
latter (hairs) an excuse for enjoyment.^ 

In every orchard arc found various kinds of trees, and such 
varieties of fruits and ripe pomegranates, as (human) eyes 
have never beheld anjnvhere. Oranges so beautiful in colour, 
and which have never borne the hardships of transit since 
the beginning of the world, have neither been seen nor tasted 
by anybody. Every cocoa-nut tree vies in height Avitli the sun ; 
the sickle of the moon does not reach the fruits, and they are 
safe from the hands of thieves. It is a straight, slender tree 
and its branches are so lugh that thej’^ do not recline like the 
sun and the moon. There arc other kinds of edible fruits in 
Hindustan, but the cocoa-nut surpasses all of them and is never 
niggardl}'^ in its jdeld. They rest underneath the shade of a 
(natural) basket which has been constructed without the help 
of the tools of a basket-maker or of a potter’s wheel. They are 
filled with a sugared drink and are, as it were, the breasts 
of the orchard, which like a kind foster-mother suckles 

1 Regarding their lociis of hair. Col. Dalton remarks, ‘The heads of 
young girls are generally uncovered, displaying a mass of black, rather 
coarse, but sometimes wa\’y hair, gathered into a large Imob at one side 
of the back of the head ornamented with flowers or with tufts of coloured 
silk ’. Their delight in dancing and playing the flute is well Itnown. 
Col. Dalton remarks, ‘The sound of their flutes and drums attract the 
maidens, who smooth and adjust their long hair, and, adding to it a 
flower or two, blithely join them ’. Then begins a hilarious dance in which 
are seen ‘the maidens decked -with garlands of flowers and peacock’s 
feathers, holding their hands and closely compressed, so that the breast 
of the girl touches the back of the man next to her, going round in a 
great circle, limbs all moving as if they belonged to one creature, feet 
falling in perfect cadence, the dancers in the ring singing responsive to 
the musicians in the centre’. 
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the people promptly and eagerly. Sucking the human breast 
after two years and a half, which marts the time for weaning, 
is forbidden and unlaATful, but sucking the breast of the garden 
at all ages is laivful and permissible. The offspring of Adam 
does not obtain milk from the mother’s breasts mthout crjdng, 
but this breast readily offers its milk of its own ffee will! 
The human nurse is stingy with her milk but the motherlike 
cocoa-nut tree offers liberally her milk. The milk of women 
is sticky and thick, that of the cocoa-nut is transparent and 
thin. Sueking the milk provides sustenance for the children 
(only), but the drinking of the eoeoa-nut juice is permissible 
for all women and men. In addition to these trees, there are 
others which are pecuhar and indigenous to the country of 
Hhid, as for example, the areca-nut palm, in search of which 
denizens of the world would even give their life. Each nut (of 
this palm) hangs like a pearl in the ear of the straight cypress- 
like tree, or each of them is enclosed like the grain of life in 
the sheath of the heart. To exhilarate the spirits of their dear 
ones, lively-tempered persons crack tlie nuts into bits, and 
powder them like alkali in the miU of their teeth, and until its 
particles are leavened vdth the green leaf (betel), the lips of the 
moon-faced (beloved) do not become rosy, and the teeth of the 
coquettes do not take on the red tint. The palm trees, which 
have their heads lifted to the skj'-, on a dark night appear as 
if veiled. Their trunks stand out in the groves of tlie oreliards 
like the columns of the rojml court and their leaves are woven 
(as it were) into a green brocade with the warp and woof of the 
carded cotton thread. 

The flowing streams are the cheer of life and spirits; the 
towns are flourishing, there are maj’estic edifices, goods beyond 
enumeration, property without limits ; such is the country of the 
unbelievers 1. By universal agreement, the imprisonment and 
massacre of the inhabitants of this land is permissible. The 
inhabitants of this country are polji;heists ; thej’^ are always sunk 
in a state of drunken stupor and given to idol- worship. They 
constitute a distinct tribe of MuUiids and Ibahiyats. They 
have made the idols the objects of their worship and have erected 
temples in every town ; the most famous of these is the shrine of 
Jagaimath, like that of Somnath on the coast of the Arabian 
sea, Lat, Ujja and IMinat in Arabia; everj’’ temple has its special 
store of treasures, and there is a manufactory for every .special 
commodity attached to each. 

T^Tien the news of the charms of tliis tract was conveyed 
to the royal ears, it was honoured bj' his attention, and the 
attention of his gracious mind was focussed on journeying 


1 All the contempornrj’- chroniclers spenk in eloquent terms about the 
prosperity of this country, ‘Aflf (B. I. Series, p. 1G5), 

pp. 101-102. 
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towards that quarter, with a view to extirpating Rai Gajpat, 
massacring the unhehevers, demolishuig their temples, hunting 
elephants and getting a ghmpse of their enchanting country. 

Verse . — 

When I heard that the country of Jajnagar is endowed 
with such excellence. 

My heart naturally became inchned to hunt in Jajnagar. 

When this design became patent in the mind of the world- 
adorning king, who is the shadow of God, (May through the grace 
of God, the shadow of his greatness be everlasting !!), he ordered 
that strong armies, and brave regiments (of) stalwart fighters 
f ull y versed in warfare, inured to the hardships of marches, 
possessed of reckless daring, and knowledge of different parts 
of the world 

Verse . — 

. (Men who are) skfiled in warfare; well- versed in the strategy 
of war. 

be assembled. Orders were conveyed to them to follow the 
gracious royal stirrups, well-equipped and accoutred. And 
they were directed to relinquish heavy loads and equipment, 
and carry only a fight outfit suited for rapid marches, and they 
were forbidden to take with them women and children, wives 
and concubines whose presence in this campaign would be a 
source of worry; and also they should not try (to carry) large 
stocks of provisions. Having made these arrangements, he, under 
the shadow of divine protection, mounted his sturdy charger, 
and started from Jaunpur with royal pomp. 

Verses . — 

It (the royal steed) is so light-footed that it does not 
awaken the sleepers when it scampers over their eyes. 
The face of the sky has turned blue from its hoof beats. 

The sparks from its shoes have scorched the back of the fish. 
By a trick it 'makes itself hidden under the shadow of the 
mosquito-wing. 

By its skin it runs mto the corner of the eye of a fiea. 

It is so fieet that the earth rocks constantly like drops of 
quicksilver under its pounding hoofs. 

The vund flashes vdth sparks of fire at the violence of its 
hoof-beats 

(The earth becomes crescent-shaped by the marks of its shoe. 
At the time of charge it rushes like a shark in the ocean 
During attack, it springs like a leopard upon a mountain. 
By the stamp of its shoes, it perforates the horn of the cow 
like the hive of the wasp m the subterranean region. 
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niui set oiil ff)r Jnjjiit^nr. Tlio nnHpicioii.s .standards reached the 
town of IJihar in I Ik* sj)rin^, and from this place lie gave orders 
for < Ik* .siK’cc.ssivc niarelics of the ro^'a! armio.s. WJien Jie reached 
f he front ier.s of t Ik* Sikhar ^ eoiintry, he enquired about the game 
animals peculiar to that region. It vas reported that a kind of 
animal found in the valley of thi.s hill is called Gorkhar, but it 
can only be eaj)lured K’ith great trouble and .skill. This animal 
r(*sembles bufialoes in appearance, has moon-shaped marks on its 
forehead, is four-footed and has a white tail. From this place 
he turned back a few miles and hunted a large number of wild 
deer. On the return journey to Sikhar from this place strange 
and peculiar animals were bagged on the way. After the armies 
crossed the hills, they saw a deer 2 . This was an animal, whose 
tlcsh in flavour and taste is superior to the meat of every other 
tvpo of game. Its hide possesses a peculiar virtue, a piece of 
it worn i)y any person, whether man or infant, acts as a charm 
against epileptic fits and possession bj" genii and ghosts. It is 
red in colour, resembling the swallow; countless numbers of this 
species were bagged, and an order was issued to fla}^ them and 
to preserve their skins, so that the people might be able to use 
them for their beneficial qualities, and also have a chance of 
seeing them, because in all our wanderings in search of game 
such strange animals had never been seen. 

Thereafter, attention was directed to the extirpation of 
the Rai of Sikhar whom thirty-six kings paid homage. Sikhar 
is a hill whose crest vies with the Pleiades. The mighty armies 
besieged this hill, and stormed it in a day. Countless imbehevers 
formed food for the sword, and seventy thousand people -with 
their children were taken captive. The Rai of Sikhar, when he 
saw the troops closing in upon the hill, fled from the fortress 
even before the siege had commenced. ’ 

Victorious, light of the eye of the kingdom, bud of the 
garden of sultanate, fruit of the mind of sovereignty, core of 
the heart of royalty, flower of the garden of Fortune, wholesome 
water of the fountain of joy, favourite of the king of the world, 
Shukr Khan 3 was (hving) here at this time. Three months 

^ Sikhar was the surname of a ruler of Tailakumpa identified with 
Telkupi in the Manbhum district. In Ramacharita of Sandhyakar Nandi 
{Memoirs of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. Ill, No. 1, p. 36, occurs a 
verse-Vandya-gune-Sunha-Vikrama-Sura-Sikhara-Bhaskara-pratapaistai). 
And in the annotation it is written that ‘Sikliaraiti Samaraparisara- 
Visaradarirajaraji-ganda-garva-gahana-dahana-davanalah TaUkumpi ya 
Kalpataru Rudrasikhara ’. In the introduction to the text of Ramacharita, 
pubhshed by the Varendra Research Society, it is stated, p. xxvii, that 
Rudra Sikhara was the ruler of Tailakumpa, and the region over which 
he held sway is still known as the Sikharbhum, evidently after the smname 
Sikhara of the royal family. 

2 The author puzzles the reader by writing j* which in Persian 
means death but in Hindustani, a deer. 

3 Sukr Khan has been held by Raverty and others to be Shukr Khatim. 
but the present accoimt supplemented by that of ‘Afif (B. I. Series, p. 330) 
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and ten days only had elapsed since the birth of this fort.unnte 
prince, when this pearl of the crown of sovereignty, i.his new 
moon of the sky of joy was admitted into the light of the cradle 
of His IMajesty’s fostering care oirt of the dark shell of the ijiftdel 
country. When the mischief-mongering 11 ai took recourse to 
flight, this amulet of safety slipped off from his hand. Prosperity 
and safety, order and security, vanished from the llai and his 
country, as a result of this loss and separation (from Shukr 
Khan). 


■ Verses . — 

The mind was full of happiness and free from anxiety 

All that belonged to the Rni, passed away from him : 

You had been the solace of my mind and the peace of juy 
soul 

You went away and all that attended on \'ou aho de}>ar‘ed, 

,By God’s grace, affection for this fortunate prince obtained 
so firm a hold in the mind of the Jln.siim king tliat lie w.iv irnuit*' ] 
a higher status than most dc.scendants of the Sultan, lie gr\>u- 
up daily under the fostering care of llis Miijevty. Forttnv .ajid 
prosperity are always the handmaidens of itood name. learning 
and intellect are the attendants of good fortune. Wlien In- 
was onlj’’ seven j'^ears old he brought down e.isily, with hi- 
immature hand, deer, long and .«lmrt-fooi--d (de,.r-), »hitai 
(guzan), nilgau (blue cow) and gorkhnr (wild .T"'''). H.' 

ferocious tigers on the spot by a .'ingh' ."hot. E\<‘eli*'nt nu '.lit if- 
and laudable traits which Almighty God had be-tou cd from tie- 
treasury of His kindness on pnne- were bewuui i-nutm rMtinn 
After the conquest of :r ? renr.:."' of^ikh.nr ii<- l.'t off for .I.,jn,i"-ir 
along the various ;c.r:::gh .a dark wa-t.- .-iud fie-/.iat«- 

region (by a routs Tmek — darker than the moonh-^^ nedit 
and narrower than in- Juz* sf th*' head: in p'-netr.itim^ tiiroiHi 
it even ants had to i-- r-vird .and >nake. u-.-ro jo-t!ed''tog.-t!icr. 

Verses . — 


Even keen-witted frr--oas n.r,* bafijed ..itn-mpt 
describe it: 


mg i<> 


in inn. 


By its colour Lheccrar-ed Devil goe- n-tt.iv 
The air of this decdly mgion i-^ like tin** hot 
Its \nnds are exterminating like tin- Sinnirn. 

Its pathways are as narrow as the hrid-'o of .Arah-h-'- 
bridge leading to par.idi'-e after the PveMirrcctfeut 
its defiles are as gloomy a-- the heart of the A»<'^''?; -'s 
ihe nights in fhi> region are darker than the ‘ 

Ihe gorge; (here) are more preeinitou^ than ' 

(erect) hair. ' 




tell into the bands of Sulffm Finiz in cour=-e of t’>‘‘ 
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Kill’ll Minjri- I'ouHtidilnl a rlay’.^ niaroh of twenty miles; it 
emilil I, Illy l„. eoyered liy .soldiora mareliing rapidly day and 
nndil . Il waa a i)i( ler winfiT. In coniHO of march tliroiiLdi those 
deliles a si range phi-nomenon was M-ifnessed. In an area, six 
farsangs long and one mile hroad, tall frees were seen strangely 
ovi’il limed, wilh (heir friinks uprooted and the tojjs broken 
oil; some (hat escaped (his fa(e, kept trees of equal height 
siisjiended by ( heir branches enf angled with one anothei’. When 
(his devastating landseajie which stood out in striking contrast 
to the neighliourhood presented itself, the soldiers, irrespective 
of (heir ranks, gaped with wonder ns to how the destruction of 
so many ( ri'cs could have taken place in this way. The Brahmins 
of (his country related that two months before the arrival of 
the i\ruslim army, the demon of the wind liad bloAvn across this 
tract, and tearing up tiu’so trees from their roots, had lain them 
prostrate on the ground. Some trees, however, escaped through 
resting on others, their dangling branches getting intertwined 
wit h one another. 

The Bralimins, the sooth-sayers and astrologers had pre- 
dicted that on (he ajiproach of the powerful Muslim army in 
the vicinity of tliis kingdom, a terrible calamity would befall 
(.he kingdom and that the people would lie engulfed in misfortune 
at the hands of the attacking army. This state of thing came 
to pass in accordance with the prophecies which were made by 
thorn. 

From this place, under the sacred divine protection, the 
auspicious cavalcade with roj'al pomp reached Tinnanagar. It 
was one of the virgin tOAvns of Jajnagar, which had hitherto been 
immune from the assaults of warriors but was now ravished by 
the invasion of stalwart fighters. The brain of the garrison, 
which was deranged by the cottonwool of vanity, on the flourish 
of the sword cast off the cottonwool of pride from the surface 
of the sore, and their skulls filled with the marrow of vanity 
were broken to bits. 

The army of Islam set out from this place with a rich 
booty, and passing through the fixed stages emerged on liina- 
nagar i. This is a town which with the cultivated area extended 
over six farsangs. All its inhabitants were Brahmins, living 
in ease and plenty and free from fear of attack. Their houses 
and villas Avere in the midst of orchards and gardens, fruits and 
flowers. When the victorious armies (Maj’- God help them !) 
penetrated tliis region, they importuned the Sultan vith the 
request ‘ Ave have captured agreeably to our expectation, a toAvn so 
large, a place so flourishuig, AAith people so amiable and possessed 


1 Kinanagar appears to be Kichhinganagar, the ancient capital of 
Mayurblianj State. If Satrubbanja ruled about 1325 A.D. (the Kumur- 
kliela inscription. Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society, a’-oI. 
II, pp. 429-35), his successor Ranabhanja was probably the ruler of 
lihiching at the time of SuUan Firuz’s inA'asion. 
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of such pleasing mamu'rs. All of llu-in arc endowed with stn-h 
ooiucliness that our pcojilc arc enamoured id them. 'I heir 
uait. and movements have captivated our heart^s, For iear ol the 
royal stewards and sentinels we onimot extend our hands a^iainst 
them. If the royal command for jdundcr is iss»jed, a large booty 
would fall into the hands of the forces of Islam. The t<nvn is 
flourishing and the honey is without the bees’. 

The order was issued ‘Our object, is the chase ‘'f elephants, 
the demolition of idols and the extirpation of the Mai. 'I'liesf- 
places are only the otitposts and dependencies of .Tnjnagar; the 
.soldier.s have marched so far separat<‘d from their fajuilies, 
coverijig so much distance and bearing such hardship; tliat is 
our fixed destination. If before the attainment, of tlie princi])al 
object we agree to your prayer, and yo\n' hands are set to phmder, 
the (looted) baggage and goods will become an ('uemubrance 
for you, and if you are so engaged, our plans for the more im- 
portant objective are not likely to succeed. 

I’cr^c.?. — 

Do not bo engaged in a headlong ptirsuit of the fugitive, 
Lest you be .separated from your friends. 

Do not push forward the troops in pursuit of plunder, 

Lest no arni}’^ be left, in the rear of the king. 

Better it is for the soldicns to guard the king, 

Than to be in the thick of a figlit. 

Give precedence to that work over this (j)lundor of Kina- 
nagar), and relinquish this Avork (of plunder) in jirefcrence to 
that (subjugation of the Rai of Jajnagar). This town lies along 
the route of the army. AYlien the chief jdace is taken, the 
subsidiary areas A\ill automatically follow suit! If God is 
Avilling ! When, safely and laden with booty, we are on our 
return journey having gained the longed-for victory and the 
desired succe.ss, all of you along Avith your camp-folioAvers Avill 
be able to capture a great booty and stuff. Due to this admoni- 
tion against pillage, they deemed it their imperative duty to 
obey the behests of the Sultan, and IcaAong them to their’ fate 
started to march forward from tliis place. A battalion of the 
troops belonging to the Rai (of Jajnagar) had advanced to 
obtain iacaa^s of the approach of the Muslim army, and Avas 
lying in Avait on the highway disguised as spies. Believing that 
the}’’ Avould not come, they had encamped to enquire about 
their whereabouts from the passers-by and send the ncAvs to the 
Rai. The imperial army took them by surprise; they spied the 
victorious standards and the birds of fife flying out of the cages 
of their bodies, they were taken prisoners. The Rai trusting to 
their news had remained in the place, expecting that they Avould 
apprise him of the approach of Muslim army. (But) as none of 
them escaped from the jaAvs of death, and those aa’Iio Avere 
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fiiiiirdinn the Inf'll wiiy.M wvi-c taken iin'HonerH and ina.s.sacred, 
the news did not reai'h the liai till tlio dnsf. raised by tlic (ad- 
vaneinfc) army and the ealarnify of the vioiorioiw troops reached 
Knllcnlf'hal. wliieli was another nanio for KalkaM and some 
tliousand farsatif's distant from Bastak. Tlio dust raised by 
the cavalry envelojied the fortress of Saranghara 2, and dust 
covered the head of the undiseerning Rai. 


Verse . — 

By the hoofs of the (’juadrnpeds in that spacious plain 

'Pho (seven-layered) earth was reduced to six, and the 
(seven-storied) heaven increased to eight. 

Finding no other alternative except flight and no other 
course to adopt except retreat, he committed the city into 
the hands of the headman, and slipped alone. When Rai 
Pirbhandco s beheld the umbrella of His Majesty, who was 
the shadow of God, he fled towards Chattargarh leaving 
his troops engaged in the capture of elephants. He sought 
refuge in the forest in the midst of the elephants so that he 
might rescue himself by this device from the talons of the 
royal infantry. When the armies of the Alexander- like monarch 
having achieved tranquillity 

Verse . — 

When he strings his bow, yells break forth from the sky. 

When he falls upon an ambush, sparks shoot up to the sun. 

safely crossed this desolate region, he sent detachments of 
troops in pursuit of the Rai, and pushed forward his victorious 
troops in all directions to smite like thunder- clap and lightning, 
the infidels on the eastern sea-coast and make the polytheists 
the food for the Islamic sword, take their children into captivity 
and carry away their goods as spoils. He despatched the 


1 Kalkala is 15 miles north of Cuttack, lying on the direct road from 
lower Keonjhur to Cuttack. (Cuttack Dist. Gazetteer.) 

2 Saranghar. — ^After passing through Kalkal, the imperial army 
marched to Saranghar whieh was evidently situated near Cuttack. 
Saranghar was one of the five Katalcs (fortress) of Orissa situated 5 miles 
south-west of modem Cuttack. MunshSt-i-MahrU says that Ahmad Khan 
lot loose his elephants in the jungles of Saranghar before he repaired to 
the presence to Sultan Firuz (op. cit., Raghubir Sinli’s MS., p. 92). 
Ravorty’s identification of Saranghar with a place of the same name in 
C.P. is, therefore, untenable. 

3 Pirbhandeo is Bhanudeva III, who ruled in Orissa from 1353-70 

A. D. 

4 According to ‘Afif, op. cit., TariMi-i-Firuz Shaht, Bhanudeva sailed 
away by sea to a place of safety. According to Tarikh-i-Mubarak Shahi, 

B. I. Series, p. 128, Tabagat-i-Akbarl, B. I. Series, p. 232, Bhanudeva 
fled towards Telingana. But here Bhanudeva is said to have fled to 
Chattargarh which may be either Chatterpur in Ganjam district, or 
Cliatterduar, a narrow pass at a distance of 24 miles from Rajamahendri. 
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warriors in different, directions to searelj out the Injntin^ ground 
of elcplinnts, and also sent scouts into the forests. I hey l'r<nt)tht 
the news that they had scon n lierd of elephants in a parlieular 
spot in a certain forest, (hut) (hat (heir capture would not hr* 
possible without the imperial elephants. Guided by them the 
body of warriors attending the au.spieious .stirrups std nut in that 
direction. It was confirmed by the reports of the eaptivt's, 
who were taken on the way, that xmdoulitedly a hirge hetx! of 
elephants roamed in that area, lie ordered a kheda (<» be ereet^-d 
over an area of six farsangs; aocordingly they erected a stoek.'ub' 
and built a rampart with logs of hewn tnu's for the rnjitiire of 
the hdld elephants i. All round it was so closely be-et by the 
soldiers that it was impossible even for ants to .slip out the 
inside or for serpents to creep in from the ont'^ide, Arraniu-- 
ments were completed within a week. A tnimdt aro-'* atunuir 
the people (of Bhanudeva) who were besieged within thi" en* 
closure, pang.s of thinst and hunger began to tell on tlieir rnn. 
stitution. Swanns of people irrespective of thdr rank, ^eorr5^•d 
by the situation, with howls of des])air in their h uid- .and jop*- 
of privation and the haltens of agony and eujuivity ro\ind tb'-ir 
necks, simultaneously raised a chorus of lam'-ritation, «:jyJjiL' 
‘we are di.ssoMng in tlie crucible of desfwnfh ijf y. Onr ordv 
hope of life lies in the fact, that we be j)u? i?) ilriin*- by dm 
exalted soldiers 


Verse . — 


Every slave, who is set free, achieve-- happiii'-s 

Our happiness, however, consist' in b'‘'"oiinng vritir slav*'. 

Our captivity at the hands of tjje victorinu-' anii*,’ would 
result in our continued existence. It would b^- ):ifjf]n""’fowaids 
us if you would enchain us in the train of your ju^om-r-, ’ 

Verses . — 


‘Wherever there is a prisomr in ri p,. (p.ajpp., in-id 
the iron bars. 

I shall not escape from your eagf, s-o long a- 1 live. 

I am obedient to your orders even jf you would burn 
heart, 

I am loyal to your behests even if you ignore me.' 

Orders were issued to the effect ‘we dial! =-et von ’i':": 
provided you show us elephants inside the k.lmda ' Ti.-'.wVT- 

condition were released. Th-v brought -■ 

elns elephants in a certain direetion ' ' 

closure which had not tasted water and for-age sinee 
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of Mic siogc. ^J'Ik'v ocoaHioimlly roamed al)oiit thi.s place. They 
wore now reduced f.o .such cxtremif ic.s tliat if even a .sheaf of 
guvKs.s is licld oiM, (o Ihem wifh the Jiand, they would mccldy 
lollow. Being e.seorled hy this body of men, Jie (Sulfan) rode 
out for Ihe elephant hunt. A beat was ordered inside the en- 
elo.siire, and moun(ain-likc elephants were captured by such 
dexterous tricks and artifice’s ns could not be conceived by fancy 
or imagination. In counso of this hunt, news was brought 
that the Bai had sent a jircsent of elephants and a petition 
praying ‘Besourceless, I liavc fallen into this strait. I am a 
humble servant and the son of a servant of the (imperial) court; 
for generations I have been a faithful servant and a staunch 
partisan of your cause. My duty is unremitting devotion and 
fidelity; it is the glory and fortune of this country that your 
standard is shining over the heads of these slaves’. 

Verses . — 

‘That morning is happy on wMch you glide away before him 

That day is auspicious on which you gaze at him. 

That slave is free who attends on thy stirrups 

That country is prosperous across which you travel. ’ 

Further it was set forth: ‘The victorious troops are laying 
waste the country and to^wns; in fear of life I have retreated to 
this mlderness; aU that I possess, I shall lay before you as an 
offering’. 

Verse . — 

If 3’^ou are pleased to order, I shall along ■with the arrow 
make an offering of mj'^ heart which has been lacerated by your 
arrow. 

‘ It is patent that from fear of the army I had left elephants 
in the jungle to capture wild elephants and bring them to my 
stable. The wild elephants, which I brought -with me, have 
been forwarded to the imperial court along -with presents, with 
only a single exception. If the (gracious) court takes com- 
passion towards this humble slave and spares (my) life, I shall 
keep this solitary elephant so that by the graciousness of your 
Majesty, the name of Gajpat handed do-wn to me by my fore- 
fathers is not obliterated. And as long as I shall live, I shall 
send every year lusty elephants to the imperial court’. Before 
the arrival of the presents from the king (of Jajnagar), one of 
his ministers named Baki presented himself before His Majesty 
and petitioned ‘For countless years from the time of my ances- 
tors, we have devoted ourselves to the ser-vice of the Rai, but 
he is now oppressing me. When fife was endangered and the 
dagger pierced the bones, I deserted him, panic-stricken and 
frightened as how long shall I be oppressed by the Rai; to whom 
shall I represent my situation and complain against the in- 
justice of the Rai. It was my good fortune that the imperial 
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standards were unfurled at tins opportune inoinont.. 1 lmv<' 
appeared before the court so that I may bo siiarod througli tho 
kindness of your sublime court’. 

Ferscs. — ' 

Tby appearance in the kingdom clTccts a conjtmclion of 
the two stars (Jupiter and Venus). 

Thy justice prevails in tho world of equity. 

■ The arms of thy justice, if thej’^ so desire, know how to 
protect the nest of the turtle-dove from the talons of the 
falcon and the bills of the eagle. 

‘At such a moment, your auspicious standard^ h'~-' c*,*-: 
their shadows on this territory. ’ 


Verses . — 

Fortune has consigned the reins of the kingdeeo y.- ;- 
hands 

Fortune has mounted the Bunlq ^ of your dr -:ro- 

Yonr scimitar for whose sake the garrlen of t*,''- k'zr.rio'-, 
was laid out 

Has converted the face of the earth into a hy 

tho blood of the enemr'. 

The strength of your arms has prove"] to t’.'; 'ik. th'- r/ ■< r- 
tion 

Of that person, who extolled Ru-tam '.:A to 

a lie. 

Your might smote dorvn many hr-ty 

Your majesty himted down many for ovir;- ‘ ;• 


‘ If your Majesty be not plea-of no r 
hope of my earthly exi-tenoe -tz'.I er*.’ 
favoured even at this time, wL'.t .hovr 
When the Rai of Jajaa;rar and t?.e if:*' 
come to know of mv favonrabie r-'- ' 
Majestj^, denundatior.'- a 2 e:.n'n r;:e 

Verses . — 



When they regard rn 
in their eye-l>a!j 
Thy kindae^. :• 
Othennse -who are f 




me. 
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ho^r^ r-Whllth- Tntb royal faronrs and 

ijjin^j, Y^i.arobeofbonovr and made him the yifb of 

a drum and a standard. While thi= elephaat hunt ^as in proSf 
f|an.i- ^aqan.j.2du‘azzam Ahmad San i-^io Ld%een 
f Bengal Saltan Sbamsnddin and had allied with 
iMe Eai Jajnagar— AIa.= ! -R-hat amount of atrocities must have 

been coniini(.i.ed bj Mm that these drove the believers (Muslim) 
to 8y Grom him and seek refuge with the infidels,— 


Verae . — 

Daring his reign oppression vas so violent, 

That death came for succour and began annihilation. 


(this oppressed person) left the infidels on the approach of 
the auspicious standards of the Muslim army and joined the 
world-protecting court with his troops and followers. His 
Majesty s kindness is the sustenance of the journey. He obtained 
according to his expectations many distinctions of rank, horses 
beyond count and goods beyond enumeration, and enhsted 
himself in the service- of the auspicious stirrups. Thereupon the 
gracious mind (of the Sultan), May his happiness be everlasting ! 
decided on leaving the stores _and the army at the village of 
Gfartas 2 in charge of Ibrahim Akbuh, who was the MaHk, MaKk- 
-us-Shaif-ul-Hijab, commander of the age, a strong-bodied 
warrior (Erustam) of the age, IJlu^-i-‘Axam, Haib-i-Barbak, 
and Bashir-i-SultSni, who was the MaKk, klalik-us-Sharq, com- 
mander of the age, brazen-bodied warrior (Rustam) of the age, 
cMef of the army, cMef of the department of ‘Arid-i-Mumalik. 

The victorious standards now set out for the destruction 
of the temple of Jagannath. This was the shrine of the poly- 
theists of tMs land and the sanctuary of worship of the unbelievers 
of the Tar East (China and Slahachin). It was the most famous 
of their temples. Its buildings were gorgeous; bright images, 
and shining figures were carved on their walls. The appearance, 
dress and visage of the dwellers of this place were different; 
darkness was stamped on their faces, and thin bodies and eyes 
were devoid of aU lustre. Their bodies were haggard and ema- 
ciated; Kfe and spirits were so languid that they were gasping, 
as it were, even for their last breaths. Thirty thousand silver 
dinars are spent on the kitchen (of the temple). Bevies of the 


1 Ahmad Khan. — According to the TdriMk-i-M-uharah Shdhi, Ahmad 
Kh«ri had taken refuge in the Mils of Bantambor. Rantamhor has been 
identified with Batanpur in the Central Provinces, 244 miles south of 
Allahabad, hut the description of the Sultan’s march contained in MunsMt- 
-i-Mahru supplemented by that of the present MS. establish beyond doubt 
that t.in'g Batanpur was in Orissa. In MunsMt-i-Mdhru it is stated 
that Ahmad Ehan and Bald Pata were entrusted with the command of 
the army of Jajnagar but they quailed before the onward march of the 
imperial army (op. cit., Raghubir Sinh’s MS., p. 92). 

2 Gartas. — This word may be Kamas or Gamas, 

6b 
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daughters of the Rais and Brahmins, misgnidorl and /miliiond, 
throng here from distant parts and pliujos; l.i-oops of lohownni 
of the female devil sannyasis who aro called 'ihwadafiitf and 
garrulous persons who are called Bluirja scpiat on Mie grotind 
and lead the people astray. Some slicd thoij* own hloorl, llho 
animals intended for sacrifice, in front of the doily, iioino attli’o 
the limbs of their body with the robe of a-inT)nl/ationfi (filicfi j/hon) 
off), some fling themselves from the top of im) eminence ini-o a- 
remote distance, some drown thomselvcH into tijo deep urn by a- 
leap from a lofty height, some again Sfitting «l/r/iw, hay, /•jeln) 
of faggots ablaze consume thomsclvcs in tlie tongi/e.a of tlie 
flaming fire. All the unbelievers who live in the eoinitry wo/'sldp 
this deity. Allah who is the only true Clod arid has no oUiof 
emanation, endowed the king of Islam v/ith the /itrengtlf tf> 
destroy this ancient shrine on the eanUirn iJea-eosst and to jdu/ige 
it into the sea, and after its destruction, lie ordorofl the nose 
of the image of Jagannath ^ to he pcrforaf/;d und fJh'f/rnoofJ it 
bj-c^szhigitdorm. on the '^ovmd. Tboy d ug out ofJior idols vrl/icii 



pohlhcMs in the Uiny/Unn of daj/wga;', 
they did the image of duz/yrirnd}), for 
e along the path of the Hun/iis 

'the rnvh'iivdo v/ho oifer the// p/aye/.Sp 
frcrA of the T/O/trds r/f eve/y rf)Wi<io, 
res of the hr/ag^/> might he at 

feseer.t, er,t’ar.% ar/d e;;/t hy the ehoee 
T'-;' Mno'/jt''// f?A, 


z --;.e oh;eet, soe ’e';‘Aoo lo'ono/ y/ae 
-e %''vero eee-ooAOt, /gm.e o^ the 



ohVage ar.d 
e ///e.-osaat 
Aoaoy '/''a 
e v4th 

^ 4 








Si, t’.uv 


fvoL, vm, 




yfv ; • ' 7“' ^y^'l rrU,rn,.l v.^nKlrd. On 

. . »h! . ili-Mur-.j.irw,,,.,,, ,rn,;H Mvr/./,/rwYj in that 

I r- ..-u -J tr„oj>. ,w-r,. n. r}, hut., j on nil ,i,h, f,f,atthcv 
ru.f.f , ..ru rtr-'n! n p.,nU nnrf ronvorl (l,n ,VJnnfI inlo a hnsiii of 
.V ti,.- ,nn Jj„. unhrli.y.rM ^yIth the K/.arp mrord. 

li:. .-uejurjon,. vn torr.prorhiiniinp sf andards, M-Jiich 

t,i- r.. in« un-h-.id of a!i‘.j)irioim ;;tar,-4, appeared on the shores of 
t',; id.'-, V. jth ii nihditv nrniv. 


Ti,. < Uiroindi fhe wr.iponH became (hcspaaglcd) like 
th" fiH " «if f ii" shy, 

‘l ie’ fare of th" hr.nven.s o\-ersprond by dust lilco the 
; nrf.i'-" nf the < :irth 

Tie’ inmintain was eonverfed info a cavern by the hoofs of 
tie’ (-avalry 

Th<’ cavern \eas- eonverfed into n mountain by the heaps 
of f hr .‘d.’iin. 


ICtrrii.'il .Ahijjx.dity Ood sfruclc terror into the hearts of 
thr.r vatKini-liefl pcojiic. Whoa at daybreak tlieir gaze fell on 
t!u’ siiinin '4 poinfs of the victoriou.s spears and the dra-wn scimi- 
tars of the vanguard and the adngs, the}' rent the air -with a 
loud outcry, and exliibitcd their helplessness by casting their 
fuvord.s, siiiold-^, arrows, bows, and suits of armour into the 
u'atcr, 

HaniMich . — 

You are to .strike with the sword, and wo to wield the shield. 

and licut their refractory heads on the ground. Ere long 
tlio .soldiers surged round from all sides and by strokes of 
sword.s fln-shing like lightning on the heads of the fugitives and 
the infidcl-s on the eastern sea-coast, they plunged them in the 
ocean of their own blood; and their persons, which had defied 
the command of the Sultan, were turned into food for the fish 
and the crocodile.s. 

Terse . — 

Tlie seven ocean.s were connected together by the efiusion 
of blood 

And the earth projected out of them from another angle. 

Captive women of all descriptions, young, middle-aged, and 
old, maidens and married, w'omen bearing only male children, 
those bearing onh’’ female ones, women with a few and many 
children, Avidows, bashful women, chaste ladies, women endowed 
AAith natural boautj^ Avere pres.sed, as slaves, slave maidens, maid 
servants, female singers, nurses and midAAUves, into service in the 
house of every soldier. The rest of their women were taken 
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captive along with the elephants; women with bahies and preg- 
nant ladies were haltered, manacled, fettered and enchained 
and no vestige of the infidels was left except their blood. 

Verse . — 

Whoever saw asked: What is it blood or water 1 

The reply was: It is an island reeking with Iniman i)lood. 

Erom this place, triumphant and victorious, elated and 
jubilant, (His lllajesty) returned to the place where the lieav}' 
baggage had been left, and all the annies from various sides 
joined His Majesty, laden ivith rich spoils. From this place 
thej^ set out for Padamtala i, which was the haunt of nnld 
elephants, and skirting along the banlc of the IMahanadi n-hero 
elephants countless like stars prowled about, (they) came across 
elephants beyond enumeration and bagged a large number of 
them in the valley of a hill. Elephants as ponderous as liills 
were felled by the shots of arrows, and bj’’ God’s grace aU yearn- 
ings for the realization of which His Majesty’s stirrups had turned 
in that direction were fidfilled according to his expectations. 

Ferses. — 

Your achievements have become Imown all over the world ! 

The heavens are laid low as a result of jmur expeditions ! 

The world is singing praises for you; 

The heavens have girded up their loins to serve you. 

Glory is the associate of your illustrious armies, 

Victory accompanies your fortunate troops. 


1 Tdrikk-i-Mvbarak Shdhl (B. I. Series, p. 129) also says that the 
Sultan hunted in Badmavati and Baramtalaoli which by a slight variation 
of diacritical marks would become Badmavati and Padamtala of our ]\lv5. 
Badmavati is situated within the Ediandpnra State, about 60 miles west 
of Cuttack and was an important centre for trade in that part of Orissa. 
The opposite bank of the river Mahanadi which hes within the juris- 
diction of Baramba State, has been used for elephant liheda for ages 
(Orissa Feudatory States Qaz., p. 345). 
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aA a 1) b Cf 3b_jc <^jls S ^^Ij* yj^ 
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libj^ i.5^J»=r^ ^ J CP"-^ *3^^ LTa; J 

iju_) jIlJ jl)' jIJj'a j Objj *b Aj-iJ 

jlr I-Ji’ Ji 0—1 oj w- ^^Ujl J. A:0 s' jl" O^ja J t aj^ 
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2 Text 


: u:r. 


3 Text: ^r. 
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